THE ART OF THE HIGH HOLIDAYS

Introduction- Text 1.25  OVERVIEW
· The High Holidays are very Special days of the Jewish Year
· Rosh Hashonah celebrates the story of the beginning of time
· Yom Kippur is 10 days later.  We ask to be forgiven and pray for the New Year
· Jewish Art is an important way to reflect on Jewish traditions
· Jewish Art shows that customs were practiced in different ways at different times
· Jewish Art also shows continuity; L’Dor v’Dor—from one generation to another

Part 1-Text 3:26  ROSH HASHONAH:  Ritual and Custom
· Rosh Hashonah-Susan Schwalb’s view of the beginning of the world
· Selicot-the beginning of the period for apologizing to others
· Jakob Steinhardt’s painting shows Jews on their way to synagogue for Selicot
· Rosh Hashonah-Special Prayers are said
· Amida-means ‘Standing Prayer’
· Jacque Emile Brandon captures the interior light and scale of the synagogue
· Rosh Hashonah afternoon-Tashlich custom: Casting off of sins into water
· Woodcut and lithograph show this custom over 500 years
· Tobi Kahn Box-The Opening and Closing of the Heart; his vision of this ritual

Part 2-Text 4:35  SHABBAT SHUVAH AND YOM KIPPUR
· The Sabbath between Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur is Shabbat Shuvah
· Kapporot-place sins on chicken or small bag of money
· Yom Kippur begins with a special prayer:  Kol Nidre
· Kol Nidre is only sung at this time of year
· Its music is very inspiring
· During this prayer, we ask to be a better person
· Grown ups are expected not to eat for an entire day
· Picart Etching-Jews praying in the synagogue
· Maurycy Gottlieb painting shows him at three stages of life and tells many stories
· Jakob Kramer’s painting displays the Modernist approach 

Part 3-Text 5:50 JONAH AND THE BIG FISH
· Image created in Micrography; using letters to create shapes
· Jonah is disappointed because God forgives 
· God forgives those who are sorry for the bad things they did
· We learn that it is never too late to change our lives 

Part 4-Text  7:35 NEILAH/THE CLOSING OF THE GATES
· Sh’ma (Hear, O Israel) proclaims God’s oneness
· David Bomberg’s depiction is an emotional and expressive painting
· Barnett Newman’s abstract painting conveys Harmony and aT-Onement
· Shofar-The blast is a triumphal one.  It is depicted in many ways, such as:
· Woodcut from Minhogimbukh, which is a Book of Customs
· Woodcut from 20th c. by Jakob Steinhardt
· Mosaic in a synagogue by Ben Shahn
· Glass Etching is in Baltimore

Part 5:  Text 7:58  ENDING	
· The High Holidays end by providing a fresh canvas
· The passions and inner feelings of artists come forth in their artworks
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